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teenth century no traces are to be met with of the Rosi-
crucian or Masonic orders. And I challenge any antiquarian
to contradict me. Of course, I do not speak of individual
and insulated Adepts, Cabbalists, Theosophists, etc.; who
doubtless existed much earlier. Nay, I do not deny that in
elder writings mention is made of the rose and the cross as
symbols of Alchemy and Cabbahsm. Indeed it is notorious
that in the sixteenth century Martin Luther used both
symbols on his seal; and many Protestant divines have
imitated him in this. Semler, it is true, has brought
together a great body of data from which he deduces the
conclusion that the Rosicrucians were of very high antiquity.1
But all of them, prove nothing more than what I willingly
concede : Alchemists, Cabbalists, and dealers in the Black
Art there were unquestionably before the seventeenth cen-
tury ; lut not Rost crucians and Free-masons connected into a
secret society and distinguished by those characteristics which I
have assigned in the first chapter.

One fact has been alleged from Ecclesiastical History as
pointing to the order of the Rosicrucians. In 1586 the
Militia Crucifera Evangelica assembled at Lunenburg. The
persons composing this body have been represented as Rosi-
crucians ; but in fact they were nothing more than a Pro-
testant sect heated by apocalyptic dreams ; and the object of
the assemblage appears to have been exclusively connected
with religion. Our chief knowledge of it is deiived from the
work of Sim on Studion, a my&tic and Theosophist, entitled
Naometria, and written about the year 1604. The author
was born at Urach, a little town of Wn-temberg ; in 1565 he
received the degree of Master of Arts at Tubingen ; and soon
after he settled at Marbach, not far from Louibburg, in the
capacity of teacher. His labours m Alchemy brought him
into great embarrassment, and his heretical novelties into
all kinds of trouble. His Naometria^ \Uiicli is a tissue of

1 See Solomon Semler'b Impartial Collections for the History of
the Rosicrucums. In Tour Parts, 8vo. Leipzig: 1786-8.

1 The  full  title  of   this  imprinted  and  curious   "book  is this
" NAOMETKIA,  sen  Nuda  et  Prim a libii mtus et fons  scripti per
clavem Davidis et calamum (virgat similem) Apertio ;   in. quo non
tantum ad cognoscenda tarn S Scriptural totius quam Naturae quoque
Universe my&teria brevis fit Introductio, verum etiam Prognostic^